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Nandkumar's guilt or innocence. However, it is but fair that Francis should be allowed to give his own explanation. His biographer (Merivale) has quoted from his speech of the 26th February 1788,-but he has omitted to notice the evidence given by Francis before the Committee two months later. There he said as follows: " My secret, predominant, motive for proposing to destroy the original paper produced by General Clavering was to save him and him alone from the danger to which he had exposed himself by that rash and inconsiderate action ; yet the step I took was not immediately taken on my own suggestion. As soon as Mr. Hastings proposed that a copy of the paper should be sent to the Judges, Colonel Monson startled at it and desired me to go with him to another room* He then said * I suppose you see what the Governor means. If the Judges get possession of the paper Clavering may be ruined by it/ My answer was e Why,' what can they do to him T To that he replied, * I know not what they can do but since they have dipped their hands in blood what is there they will not do ?' He then desired me to move that the paper should be destroyed by the common hangman/' This account of the matter derives support from the minutes of what Clavering and Manson said on the occasion. I am aware that this explanation has been ridiculed on the ground that Clavering could not possibly be in danger, as the regulating Act prevented the Judges from proceeding against the members of the Council except in the matter of treason or felony. But it did not lie in Sir Elijah Impey's mouth *to make this objection, when it appears that in 1780 he issued processes against the Governor-General and the whole Council on a charge of trespass*
Impey contrived to get a copy of the petition in spite of the precautions of the'Board. It is admitted that it was Hastings who gave it to him, and that he corrected the translation with his own hand. With singular obtuseness, as it seems to me, Impey put in the translation in part of this defence and it has been preserved in consequence. The petition is a simple and despairing cry for justice. Nandkumar writes, "many English gentlemen have become my enemies, and having no other means to conceal their own actions and deeming my destruction of the utmost expediency to themselves, revived an old affair of Mohan Prasad's which had been repeteadly found to be false. And the Governor knowing Mohan Prasad to be a notorious liar turned him oufc of his house (now),, taking the evidence of my enemies they have
condemned me to death.....The forgery of the bond
of which I am accused, never proceeded from me/' And then came words which are so affecting from their very helplessness. *' If I aua unjustly put to death, I will, with my family, demand